AARON ROSAND

“Internationally Acclaimed Master Violinist”

Backgrounder & Discography

Career Overview
Legendary international concert violinist for more than half a century and recorded more than 150 individual compositions. Trained in the classical 19th-Century style of romantic violin music, Rosand has studied and/or performed with such musical greats as Efrem Zimbalist, William Steinberg, Leonard Slatkin, Mstislav Rostropovich, Lorin Maazel, Fritz Reiner, Leonard Bernstein and Erich Leinsdorf. 

Currently performing and recording at the prime age of 77. Soon to release a DVD as well as two CDs, both with Video Artists of America. Also serves as the Dorothy Richard Starling Chair of Violin Studies at the prestigious Curtis Institute of Music in Philadelphia, a position Rosand has held since 1981.
Notable Highlights
Began playing the violin at the young age of 3.  At 9-years old, the musical prodigy made his first recital debut at Chicago’s renowned Civic Opera House.  Won a Chicago Musical College scholarship at the age of 12 where he was taught by famed violin instructor Leon Samenti.  In 1948, made professional debut in New York and performed more than 30 recitals for the National Civic Concerts.  Has made  premier recordings of concertos by Joachim, Hubay, Ernst, Arensky, Godard and the complete Humoresques by Sibelius. 

Recorded all of Beethoven’s works for piano and violin with his first wife Eileen Flissler in 1961, which was praised by The New York Times as one of the all-time best-selling violin records.  Strad Magazine, The London Daily Telegraph, Los Angeles Times, CD Magazine, American Record Guide, Amazon.com, Fanfare, The Yorkshire Post, CD Now and Gramophone Magazine are just some of the many publications that have written favorable reviews about Rosand’s timeless recordings. 
Education
Scholarship student of Leon Sametini at the Chicago Musical College; studied under Efrem Zimbalist at Philadelphia’s famed Curtis Institute, a critically acclaimed musical institution known for educating such famous musicians as Leonard Bernstein, Menotti and Samuel Barber.
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Background

1927-1936
Born March 15, 1927 in Hammond, Indiana to professional musicians (cabaret singer and cinema pianist).  In 1930, at age 3, began an intensive study of the violin. First recital debut at Chicago’s Civic Opera House at the age of 9 in 1936.

1937:
At 10, performed the Mendelssholn Concerto at the Chicago Symphony with acclaimed conductor Fredrick Stock.

1939:
At 12, studied under famed violin instructor Leon Sametini at the Chicago Musical College. Sametini studied under the world-renowned violinist Eugene Ysaye, and passed his knowledge of the late performer’s teachings onto Rosand. 

1944:
Rosand becomes a student of critically acclaimed violinist Efrem Zimbalist at Philadelphia’s renowned Curtis Institute of Music.

1945:
Left the Curtis Institute for 18 months of Special Services with the US Eighth Army in Japan.  Upon his return in 1947, Rosand was noticed by National Concert and Artist Corporation, a competitor of Columbia Artists Management, Inc (CAMA). With the encouragement of NCAC, Rosand began his extensive career as a concert violinist.

1948:
Made first professional debut at New York’s Town Hall December 27, 1948.  First season included more than 30 recitals for National Civic Concerts.  Became known as the ‘pinch-hitter’ for performing any of 20 concertos at a moment’s notice.

1957:
Recorded an LP of the Brahms Sonatas Opus’ 78 and 100 with the late pianist Eileen Flissler, Rosand’s first wife.

1960: 
Debuted at the New York Philharmonic playing the Barber Concerto with legendary conductor Leonard Bernstein.

1961:
Rosand and Flissler recorded all of Beethoven’s works for piano and violin.  The New York Times listed the recording as one of the all-time best selling violin records.

1967:  
Rosand gave a Carnegie Hall recital of music by the great violinist-composers: Tartini, Vieuxtemps, Paganini, Sarsate and Ysaye to favorable reviews.

1970s: 
Rosand establishes his reputation as a ‘virtuoso throwback’ at the annual Romantic Festivals in Indianapolis, playing concerts by Arensky Ernst, Joachim, Hubay, Ries and Godard.

1981:
Rosand is asked to join his alma mater, the Curtis Institute of Music in Philadelphia, as the Dorothy Richard Starling Chair of Violin Studies.  He begins to modernize the Russian School of Auer and the Ysaye tradition for a new generation of students.
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1990s: 
Rosand releases more than 15 albums whose works are praised by such publications as Gramophone Magazine, calling Rosand’s works “one of the greatest recordings of violin music in the 20th Century.”  He participates in extensive performances in the United States, Europe and Asia.  

2000-Present:
Releases five albums, Sibelius & Khachaturian Violin Concertos, Live in Germany, Bruch, Glazunov, My Legacy, on the Vox label.  Releases Live in Norway CDs Volume 1 and Volume 2 as well as first concert DVD, filmed in 2003 at prime recording age of 76, at the inauguration of the Aaron Rosand music scholarship fund at Mills College.

Partial Discography 

1990:


Heifetz Transcriptions


The Violinist

1992:


Brahms Complete Sonatas




Brahms 21 Hungarian Dances


Handel: Six Sonatas


Walton Violin Concerto

1993:
Ernst Godard, Lehar, et al 

Sarasate

1995:
Live in Recital (recorded 1970)


Beethoven Complete Sonatas


Romantic Violin Concertos


Sibelius, Tchaikovsky, Berlioz, Chausson


Sixteen Romances


Romantic Baroque Violin

1998:
Beethoven & Brahms Concertos


J.S. Bach-Solo Sonatas and Partitas


Ogermann

1999:
Arensky, Mendelssohn & Tchaikovsky Violin Concertos

2000:
Sibelius & Khachaturian Concerti 
2002:
Bruch

2002:


Live in Germany 
2002:


Glazunov

2003:
My Legacy

2004:
DVD “Live in Recital” 


Live in Norway, 2-CD Set
